
tǊŜǎǎ wŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ²w¢/ нлму 
This is a summary of press releases of the WRTC 2018 published on the website wrtc2018.de. 

 

Germany nominated to host WRTC 2018 
Published: 15 May 2015 

On Sunday, October 5, 2014 the World Radio Team Championship (WRTC) Sanctioning Committee 

selected Germany as the host nation for the WRTC 2018. This nomination followed an initiative of 

DARC, BCC and RRDXA, initiated during the Ham Radio fair Friedrichshafen at the end of June 2014. A 

small team, headed by Christian Janssen, DL1MGB, was set up in order to explore the option to hold 

this event in Germany. 

Since 1990, WRTC has been held regularly in different locations. For one week, it brings together 

some 60 teams from all over the world, who then compete in the IARU HF Team Championship under 

field day conditions. The last WRTC was held in New England/USA. Only a few weeks ago, it ended 

with a bronze medal for Germany. 

During the next weeks, the team will launch an official organization to finance and conduct 

WRTC2018 in Germany. The team is recruiting volunteers, in the fields public relations, location 

management, accommodation and social events. 

Three geographical regions within Germany are currently under evaluation and one of them will be 

selected as the venue for WRTC 2018: the area near Muenster/Westfalen, the area Maerkisch 

Oderland east of Berlin and the area around Jessen/Wittenberg. 

A web site has been set up to provide further details: http://www.wrtc2018.de. Additionally, a 

WRTC2018 mailing list for potential participants was established. If you have any additional questions 

or wish to join the project team, please send a short e-mail to contact@wrtc2018.de. 

 

WRTC2018 Work group met in Rheine 
Published: 15 May 2015 

On Saturday, 22nd November 2014 the WRTC2018 working group of RRDXA and BCC met in the town 

of Rheine near Münster for the second meeting. Chairman Christian Janßen, DL1MGB, summarized 

the activities of the past months, especially our successful application. 

The main subject of the meeting was the final decision on the WRTC qualification process, which 

defines contest and category weights. As promised, the final rules will be published by the end of 

November. 

Other topics of the meeting were financing, foundation of the formal WRTC 2018 organization, and 

marketing related topics. Lots of details have been discussed and new ideas were born. For example, 

we consider contesting events focused on young radio amateurs as part of the WRTC2018 project. 

On Sunday, a small group explored the region east of the town of Lingen, which will be one of our 

candidate regions. The region called "Emsland" offers a completely flat environment, thus providing 

a leveled playing field. Its topography will support a fair competition. 

mailto:contact@wrtc2018.de


WWROF and WRTC2018 announce fundraising partnership 
Published: 15 May 2015  

DAYTON, OHIO -- The World Wide Radio Operators Foundation (WWROF) and the WRTC 2018 

Organizing Committee is are pleased to announce that the WWROF has started collecting donations 

for WRTC2018 effective immediately. In the United States, WWROF is recognized by the Federal 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) as a tax-exempt public charity, thus donations will be tax-deductible 

for U.S. taxpayers to the extent permitted by the law. John Dorr, K1AR, Chairman of WWROF said, 

"We are very happy to partner with the WRTC2018 organizers in this way. WWROF's charter is to 

assist in the improvement of amateur radio operator skills around the world, utilizing education, 

competition, advancement of technology and scientific research as well as promoting international 

friendship and goodwill. WRTC is well aligned with those goals." 

The WRTC 2018 Organizing Committee highly appreciates this cooperation as the WWROF is a well-

known and honorable Organization supporting ham radio operating on a sufficient high level on all 

fields of our hobby like technological development, international networking, but also practical 

support for young contesters. The WWROF was founded by international recognized and successful 

contesters like K1AR, K3LR, and K3EST, just to name a few. The WWROF also supports distinguished 

contest events like the CQWW DX contest by funding awards, log-checking infrastructure, and more. 

WRTC 2018 president Chris, DL1MGB, extends his thanks for this support as it shows hamspirit and 

worldwide friendship. WWROF had also a huge impact on the WRTC 2014 success by providing 

financial, technological and finally personal support. We are grateful for the support of that we could 

win the WWROF as partner. We are all working hard to make WRTC 2018 a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience. 

Donations from U.S. taxpayers only can be sent via mail to WRTC-2018, WWROF Inc., PO Box 10424, 

Midland, TX 79702-7424 or via PayPal to WRTC2018@wwrof.org. 

About WWROF 
The World Wide Radio Operators Foundation was created in 2009 by a group of radio operators who 

saw a need for an independent organization devoted to the skill and art of radio operating. WWROF 

believes that amateur radio contests provide a means of testing operating skill and that worldwide 

contest sponsors can benefit from the support we can provide. WWROF provides infrastructure 

support for many major contests as well as a series of Webinars on topics related to radio sport. The 

Directors and Officers of the World Wide Radio Operators Foundation are all well-known and highly-

respected radio operators. In addition, each brings a specific skill set and proven track record in his 

professional career to the management of the organization. Visit www.wwrof.org for more 

information. 

 

Meet the WRTC 2018 Organizers 
Published: 24 June 2015 

WRTC 2018 welcomes you to the HAM RADIO 2015 in Friedrichshafen. At our booth, located 

between Bavarian Contest Club and Rhein Ruhr DX Association in hall A1/170, we will present you 

not only information about the World Radiosport Team Championship 2018 in Germany. There is 

much more to explore: 

¶ Listen to your QSOs with the WRTC2014 winner team K1A (N6MJ/KL9A) 



¶ Apply for the WWQR award together with our award manager Hajo DJ9MH 

¶ Watch the 1000x100 donator wall 

¶ Meet & Greet top contesters from Germany, Europe and the World 

The service of WWQR award application will be offered on Friday (10:00 and 17:00 MESZ), Saturday 

(10:00 and 17:00 MESZ) and on Sunday (10:00 MESZ) and will be done through the DCL. What is DCL? 

DCL is http://dcl.darc.de/~dcl/public/index.php. 

On Friday at 11:00 MESZ we will officially announce the host region where the WRTC 2018 will take 

place! Be sure to show up at the "Aktionsbühne" in the Foyer West. Afterwards we will have a 

presentation at the "Aktionsbühne" about "WRTC 2018 - What are volunteers for?" Don't miss this 

one if you want to know how you can support the WRTC 2018. 

For anyone interested in the past WRTC 2014 in Boston, Doug Grant K1DG (president of their 

organizing committee) will give you some insight in what happened in New England. The president of 

the WRTC 2018 Organizing Committee, Christian Janssen DL1MGB, will give some information about 

the upcoming event in 2018. Please visit the Contest Forum in hall A2 room 1 on Saturday June 27th 

at 12:00 MESZ. 

We are looking forward to meet you! Have a safe trip to Friedrichshafen! 

 

WRTC2018 in Jessen/Wittenberg 
Published: 02 July 2015 

WRTC2018 is happy to announce to you that the World Radiosport Team Championship will take 

place 2018 in Jessen/Wittenberg near Berlin. We may congratulate all inhabitants for this decision. 

Everybody is working hard to make another once in a lifetime experience happen. 

On Friday we were happy to announce that the local Hams in Jessen/Wittenberg near Berlin 

succeeded in convincing the organizers that this would be the right place for WRTC2018. We extend 

our thanks to all involved Ham and congratulate them for this decision. 

Ham Radio operators and contesters around the world are now invited to prepare themselves for a 

visit to Jessen/ Wittenberg. As a historical landscape Wittenberg is well-known from the protestant 

reformation around Martin Luther who publishers his 95 theses on October 31th 1517. This date is 

commemorated until today as Reformation Day in some German regions. In 2017 the reformation 

will have its 500th anniversary. 

 

WWROF donates 15.000 USD 
Published: 14 July 2015 

The WRTC2018 Organizing Committee is happy to announce that the WWROF awarded 15.000 USD.  

This does not only prove that Hamspirit and worldwide friendship is alive but also the outstanding 

recognition of an event like the WRTC2018. In a letter to vice-president Michael, DL6MHW, John, 

Yм!wΥ α¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²²whC ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ 

utilizing education, competition, advancement of technology while promoting international 

friendship and goodwill. 



The goals of WRTC2018 are well-aligned with this mission, goals that have been capably 

demonstrated over the past seven WRTC events. The WWROF has no doubt that your team will 

continue this fine tradition and for that reason is proud to provide our financial ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ά 

²w¢/нлму ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ƘǊƛǎΣ 5[мaD.Σ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²²whCΥ α¢ƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

made by the WWROF during the 2015 HamVention in Dayton shows that there is already a lot of 

ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ нлмуάΦ 

All members of the WRTC2018 Organizing Committee extend their gratefulness to the WWROF for 

this great support. We all work hard to make the WRTC2018 another once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

About WWROF 
The World Wide Radio Operators Foundation was created in 2009 by a group of radio operators who 

saw the need for an independent organization devoted to improving the skill and art of radio 

operating. 

WWROF believes that amateur radio contests provide a means of enhancing operating skills and that 

worldwide contest sponsors can benefit from the support they can provide. WWROF provides 

infrastructure support for many major contests as well as a series of Webinars on topics related to 

radiosport. 

The Directors and Officers of the World Wide Radio Operators Foundation are all well-known and 

highly-regarded radio operators. In addition, each of them provides a specific set of skills and proven 

success in his professional career for the management of the organization. 

Visit www.wwrof.org for more information. 

 

WRTC 2018 organizers met at Jessen 
Published: 18 August 2015 

On August 15th the WRTC 2018 Organizing Committee met for a workshop at Jessen in Saxony-

Anhalt. At the beginning of the meeting Michael Jahn, the Mayor of Jessen, was acquainted with the 

project. Michael Jahn ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǎŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άhƭȅƳǇƛŎ 

DŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻέ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

outstanding work. 

Organizing the project was the main focus of the agenda. Treasurer, Wolfhard Goldschmidt, 

DL9ZWG, reported a good start particularly due to a great number of donations from German radio 

amateurs. Christian Janssen, DL1MGB, the chairman of the Organizing Committee, presented the tool 

selected for the project management and explained the project schedule. To keep frictional losses at 

a minimum public relations work was reorganized with the main responsibility currently in the hands 

of Michael Hoeding, DL6MHW. In future Ben Buettner, DL6RAI, will look after IT matters. 

A further important topic for discussion concerned the 60 sites that will be required for the actual 

WRTC contest in 2018. Supported by radio amateurs from Saxony and Brandenburg, Andreas Winter, 

DK4WA, has already mapped more than 80 sites that promise excellent conditions. In this context 

environmental care was also addressed as this issue is considered most important. In the Organizing 

Committee Andreas Winter will take regional responsibility for all local activities in the 

Jessen/Wittenberg area. 



With regard to the detailed shaping of the rules of the competition Uwe Koennecker, DL8OBF, has 

published an analysis and the results of the discussion that he had initiated in the WRTC-2018 

Mailing List. In this discussion experienced WRTC-competitors of the past have expertly discussed the 

pros and cons of MS- and M/2 operation. In the discussions at Jessen further aspects especially from 

the view of the organizers were supplemented. After this opinion-forming process Uwe will prepare a 

draft of the rules for the actual WRTC-contest in the course of the next weeks. 

Finally, it was suggested to hold the next general meeting of the WRTC 2018 e.V. after the RRDXA 

spring meeting that is traditionally scheduled on the 2nd weekend in March at Waltrop. 

 

New Bronze Sponsor: Funktechnik Frank Dathe (Germany) 
Published: 28 August 2015 

WRTC 2018 e.V. is happy to announce that Funktechnik Frank Dathe will support the world radio 

team championship in Germany. 

Frank (DL7LVM) and Michael (DL6MHW) signed the sponsorship agreement, discussed the project 

status and ideas for future cooperation. Frank Dathe expressed his pleasure that such an outstanding 

event like WRTC is coming to Germany in 2018. He will support WRTC not only with money but also 

with help and advice. With the sponsoring plaque shown during the HAM RADIO at Friedrichshafen 

and other presentations you can easily identify Funktechnik Dathe as a dedicated supporter of radio 

sports. 

 

WWROF webinar "WRTC Update" 
Published: 30 September 2015 

Right before the last three qualification events in 2015 the WRTC 2018 Organizing Committee 

presents the WWROF webinar "WRTC Update". 

 



 There will be three main contributions: 

¶ Chris (DL1MGB), president of the organization committee, will give a general overview on 

WRTC Germany and the current project status. Of course, he will ask you for donations. 

¶ Uwe (DL8OBF), director of competition, will announce the decision in MS vs. M2. 

¶ Christian (DL8MBS), contest director of WAG, will give an introduction into the specialties of 

this traditional contest, which is a new qualification event for WRTC. 

The webinar is a well-established platform, sponsored by the WWROF and managed by Ken, K4ZW. 

You can take part online using the link 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3567078872821998082. In the end of the webinar you 

will have the chance to ask questions. Moreover, webinars a recorded and can be viewed later. 

 

New Bronze Sponsor: MASTRANT® 
Published: 13 October 2015 

WRTC 2018 e.V. is happy to announce that MASTRANT® will support the World Radiosport Team 

Championship 2018 in Germany with synthetic guy ropes. 

Martin Huml (OL5Y/OK1FUA) offered the support of MASTRANT® at an early stage of the project. 

Guy ropes are an essential part of every portable antenna setup because it defines the final 

mechanical stability of the mast. The lines on the basis of Polyester and Dyneema were already 

successfully tested on DXpeditions and on permanent installations. MASTRANT® was already a major 

supporter of the WRTC 2014. 

The WRTC 2018 e.V. would like to express their thanks for this extraordinary support of Amateur 

Radiosport. 

With the sponsoring plaque shown during major ham fairs you can easily identify MASTRANT® as a 

dedicated supporter of radio sports. 

 

WRTC 2018 ς just another 1000 days to go 
Published: 15 October 2015 

October 16th, 2015 is a special date in the preparations for the WRTC (World Radiosport Team 

Championship). Exactly 1000 days are left before the opening of the WRTC on July 11th, 2018. It was 

almost one year ago that Germany was awarded to host the WRTC by the WRTC Sanctioning 

Committee (WRTC SC). That is why we want to look back at first results and to look forward towards 

the future. 

In the past year first important results have been achieved 
¶ The world-wide qualification process has been running since February 2015. Current results 

have been published under http://www.wrtc2018.de in the Web and are steadily being 

upgraded. So far about 15 000 radio amateurs have participated in the 13 previous 

qualification contests, more than 1300 of them from Germany. 

¶ ά²w¢/ нлму ŜΦ±έ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƴƻƴ-profit 

association. Donations of about EUR 55.000 have already been acquired safeguarding about 

14% of the total costs. 



¶ The area around Jessen/Wittenberg has been chosen to host the event. It offers an ideal 

playing-field for the contest and an excellent infra-structure with a great number of radio 

amateurs in the region. 

¶ World-wide interest in the WRTC is mirrored in discussions, publications and the social 

media. 

Targets for the year ahead: 
¶ The specification and testing of the technical equipment will be an important task for that a 

WRTC-field-test will be held on the second weekend in July. 

¶ Increasing the fund-ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘΦ έ²w¢/ нлму ŜΦ±Φέ ƛǎ 

talking to international manufacturers and clubs as well as to regional sponsors with the goal 

that more than half the required funds can be raised by radio amateurs themselves. 

¶ ά²w¢/ нлмуέ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŦŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

press. We can be addressed at any time and we are prepared to answer all questions about 

this extraordinary event in radiosport. 

¶ The last qualification contests will be in November 2016. We are planning to publish 

provisional results at the end of that year, but ς due to possibly narrow scores - corrections 

are to be expected after the official publishing of the final results of all qualification contests. 

Summary 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά²w¢/ нлмуέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎǳō-goals are well on track. The 

next 1000 day will be full of manifold tasks that will be jointly tackled by radio amateurs from the 

Jessen/Wittenberg area, from Germany, and from all over the world. 

 

New Silver Sponsor: BOX73 - Knut Theurich, DG0ZB 
Published: 31 October 2015 

We are happy to announce that BOX73 will support the World Radiosport Team Championship in 

Germany. Michael, DL6MHW, presented the first Silver Sponsor plaque to Knut Theurich, DG0ZB, the 

CEO of BOX73 during Interadio 2015 in Hannover. 

BOX73 is well known for its monthly Journal FUNKAMATEUR - the leading independent ham radio 

journal in Germany. Here you can read excellent articles about DXpeditioning as well as technical 

articles covering topics such as transceiver testing or antenna design. But there are articles about 

advanced electronics and home brewing, too. Knut is also well-known as a generous supporter of 

many DXpeditions and the German DX Foundation. Many of us own QSL cards from BOX73 as it often 

sponsors large quantities of QSL-cards. 

The WRTC 2018 e.V. would like to express their thanks for this extraordinary support of amateur 

radio sports. 

With the Silver Sponsor plaque presented during the fairs like Hamradio Friedrichshafen you can 

easily recognize BOX73 as a dedicated supporter of radio sports. 

 

 

 



Just Apply: WWQR Award 2015 
Published: 20 November 2015  

The WWQR award series is an opportunity for every active ham to join the WRTC community. You 

have to work stations from WRTC qualification regions. The award is issued on a yearly basis. We 

have just published an article with a step by step approach for an easy electronic application using 

the DARC Community Logbook (DCL). After log-in (easy with an LOTW account) you might find 

already enough points for the basic classes of WWQR because DCL contains QSO data from WPX and 

other contests. Moreover, you can import QSOs from LOTW, Clublog our your own ADIF for higher 

class awards. Just import your CQWW SSB Log or use that from CQWW CW to obtain a 5-Band- or 6-

Band-Award. 

 

YCCC announced Matching Gift Program for WRTC2018 
Published: 09 December 2015  

WRTC 2018 is happy to learn that the honorable Yankee Clipper Contest Club announced a matching 

gift program to support WRTC in Germany 2018. The matching gift will automatically be applied 

when individuals donate through WWROF (Paypal WRTC2018@wwrof.org) for WRTC 2018. YCCC has 

allocated 1000 USD. The program runs until 28th February 2016. WRTC 2018 likes to express 

sincerely thanks to YCCC for the great idea and support. 

 

YASME Foundation donates 3000 USD to WRTC2018 
Published: 10 December 2015  

Today WRTC2018 received a big donation by the YASME foundation. YASME is a not-for-profit 

corporation supporting amateur radio projects. On one hand, YASME supported previous WRTCs 

with significant donations. On the other hand, we have to mention that YASME members played key 

roles in many previous WRTCs as directors, referees or competitors. One of the most remarkable 

WRTC events was the ham widows ball in Boston 2014 organized and sponsored by YASME. Many 

thanks to this highly motivating support! 

 

Contest Club Ontario donates 1000 Euro for WRTC 2018 
Published: 24 December 2015  

We received a big donation by the Contest Club Ontario (CCO) today. CCO is well known for active 

contesters who always support us (in central Europe) with loud signals, the VE and Zone 4 multiplier - 

also on the low bands. The CCO is led by John, VE3EJ. He is the president of CCO and also famous for 

the gold medal of WRTC 2006 in Brazil. John wrote to WRTC 2018: "Please accept this donation from 

the members of Contest Club Ontario towards the costs of holding WRTC 2018. We wish you good 

fortune in your effort to host WRTC 2018." Of course, we accept the donation and we will do our 

very best. Many thanks to this highly motivating support! 

 



WRTC-meeting at Wittenberg 
Published: 12 January 2016 

On January 6th, 2016 the WARC-Organizing-Committee met at Wittenberg with a comprehensive 

agenda and especially the following items 

¶ evaluated the offers from antenna manufacturers, which we received as a response on our 

request for quotation, 

¶ planning of a WRTC-test-weekend on July 9th/10th, 

¶ preparing WRTC-presentations at ham fairs in Dayton and Friedrichshafen 

¶ discussion of the WRTC-rules 

¶ discussion of the IT-concept 

There is a lot left to be done especially with regard to funding. Donations from US-donators via 

WWROF can now be quickly published on the WRTC2018 web page. International donations can be 

made via PayPal and Wire Transfer to the WRTC bank account. Fees are a lot lower with Wire 

Transfer. The idea that DARC-districts should sponsor complete site-packages has not found 

sufficient support and alternative solutions must be discussed. 

The currently running qualification receives a lot of praise. Results updated without delay. The great 

number of hits on the web page with the standings show the high amount of interest. The 

publication of half-time results is being considered. 

Additionally to ham fairs WRTC2018 shall be represented at club meetings and other amateur radio 

events. Possible approaches for that were discussed. Further information material is being prepared. 

The exploration of potential contest sites promises excellent playing fields, while the necessary legal 

framework and possible environmental restrictions are still waiting to be negotiated. Furthermore, 

Wittenberg is a most interesting tourist attraction that offers a great number of historical sites to be 

found within a small area. 

All in all the planning is on target, but a host of details, problems and queries take a lot of time for 

the Organizing Committee. We look optimistically to the year 2018. 

 

OM-Power - New Bronze Sponsor 
Published: 15 January 2016  

WRTC 2018 e.V. is happy to announce that OM-Power will support the world radiosport team 

championship in Germany as a "Bronze Sponsor". The two owners of OM-Power, Tibi, OM3RM, and 

Jozef, OM3GI, were participants of former WRTCs, e.g. in Moscow, Boston and Slovenia. Tibi 

implemented the sponsorship very fast and signed the sponsoring agreement. 

The WRTC 2018 e.V. would like to express their thanks for this extraordinary support of amateur 

radiosport. 

 

 

 



GDXF donation for WRTC 2018 
Published: 16 January 2016  

We are happy to receive a 1000 Euro donation by the German DX Foundation (GDXF) today. The 

GDXF is well known to the DX community for its continuous support of DXpeditions. GDXF president 

Franz Langer, DJ9ZB, underlined the strong connection between contesting and DXing. The donation 

has been handed over by Henning Folger, DL6DH to the WRTC president during the annual Bavarian 

Contest Club meeting. Henning, as a representative of the GDXF board of directors, said: "The GDXF 

is happy to see such a major event in Germany." We want to express our sincere thanks for the 

donation as a symbol of ham-spirit. 

 

 

 

WRTC 2018 selects Antenna Supplier Spiderbeam 
Published: 18 January 2016 

WRTC 2018 e.V., host of the 2018 World Radiosport Team Championship competition, is pleased to 

announce that the antennas to be used for the competition will be supplied by Spiderbeam. 

Spiderbeam was selected after a thorough technical evaluation and competitive bidding process 

among multiple antenna suppliers. 



 

The WRTC organization committee identified a list of preferred attributes for the WRTC competition 

antenna. These included being light weight, having good performance, sufficient experience within 

the helper team, and available at a competitive price. Several antennas met the requirements. The 

successful bidder, Spiderbeam, provided an antenna with a winning combination that not only 

addressed the electrical and mechanical performance sought but also provided the option of a 

rotatable dipole for the 40-m-band. 

ά!ƴǘŜƴƴŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ²w¢/Φέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƴŘǊŜŀǎ tŀǳƭƛŎƪΣ 5[р/²Σ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ 

the WRTC-нлму ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ ά²ƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ср ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǿŜ 

wanted antennas that could be easy to store and transport and deliver the performance expected by 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎΦ {ǇƛŘŜǊōŜŀƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ Ŧƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 

ά{ǇƛŘŜǊōŜŀƳ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ²w¢/ нлму 

ŜǾŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƴŘǊŜŀǎΣ 5[р/²Φ Ϧ²w¢/ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ significance to several members of 

the Spiderbeam team, especially to the CEO Con Paul, DF4SA, which have been competitors in many 

Contest DXpeditions." The Spiderbeam setup includes also mast and rotor support. It will be tested 

during the test days in summer 2016. 

 

DX Engineering - New Bronze Sponsor 
Published: 06 February 2016 

WRTC 2018 is pleased to announce that DX Engineering will support the World Radiosport Team 

Championship in Germany as a Bronze Sponsor. 

"DX Engineering is proud to help promote and support this fine Amateur Radio Contesting event in 

Germany" said Tim, K3LR, COO of DX Engineering. WRTC 2018 would like to express our thanks for 

this extraordinary support of amateur radiosport. 

 

Vibroplex - New Bronze Sponsor 
Published: 06 February 2016 

WRTC 2018 is pleased to announce that Vibroplex will support the world radiosport team 

championship in Germany as a "Bronze Sponsor". 

Scott, W4PA, CEO of Vibroplex already assured the support during Hamvention 2015. As a well-

known contester and former participant of WRTC he is a notably member of the WRTC community. 

In Boston Scott organized the CW competition as side event of WRTC 2014. The final signature of the 

sponsoring agreement completed the official relationship between Vibroplex and WRTC 2018 e.V. 

We would like to express our thanks for this extraordinary support of amateur radiosport. 



Frankford Radio Club donates 1000 Euro for WRTC 2018 
Published: 17 February 2016  

More good news: WRTC 2018 received a big donation by the Frankford Radio Club (FRC). FRC is also 

well known for active contesters in Europe, winning many times the club competition of the Worked 

All Europe Contest. Dave, N3RD, of FRC pointed out "We wish you continued success with your 

planning and fund-raising activities for WRTC2018." Dave was referee for WRTC 2014 in Boston and 

is the treasurer of FRC. 

Many thanks for this highly motivating support! 

 

Yankee Clipper Contest Club (YCCC) donates 1000 USD 
Published: 07 March 2016  

WRTC2018 is very happy to announce that a big donation from Yankee Clipper Contest Club (YCCC) 

was received this week. With a special matching gift program, which YCCC ran from December 9th, 

2015 through February 28th 2016, individual donors from the US got inspired to contribute 1000 USD 

to WRTC2018. As a gift YCCC now doubled this amount with an extra 1000 USD. 

Thank you very much YCCC and all individual donors for your outstanding support! 

The YCCC is a special purpose amateur radio club devoted to the pursuit of operating and technical 

excellence. It was founded in 1977 and now boasts over 400 members, who excel in all areas of 

amateur radio contesting, DXing, technical design, and public service. 

 

WRTC 2018 announces Tent Sponsorship Program 
Published: 8 March 2016 

The World Radiosport Team ChampioƴǎƘƛǇ ό²w¢/ύ ƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎ ƻŦ IŀƳ wŀŘƛƻέΦ 

Staged in Germany it is organized by a private group of individual radio amateurs. The event is 

funded entirely through donations. 

¦Ǉ ǘƻ со ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ άCƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅέ ǎǘȅƭe. We will assemble a total of 65 

stations to allow for contingencies (line noise, site access issues, etc.). 

Club/Group Tent Sponsorships 
WRTC 2018 makes Tent Sponsorships available to clubs and other groups. A 1000 Euro Tent 

Sponsorship donation will be acknowledged in our printed/web/video materials and will place the 

clubΩs logo prominently at the station location. 

The entities that sponsoring the tents of one of the three highest scoring teams will receive a special 

plaque to commemorate their participation. Clubs may sponsor multiple stations. 

Memorial Tent Sponsorships 
Non-club groups or individuals may dedicate a Tent Sponsorship in memory of a contester who has 

become a Silent Key. 



Tent List 
Please refer to http://standings.wrtc2018.de for a complete list of teams. We will try to 

accommodate specific sponsorships on a first-come, first-served basis. For example, a club in New 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ǘƘŜ b!Ім ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

choice. 

Tent Sponsoring was established by WRTC 2014 and gained significant attention. Clubs not only from 

USA but also from all over the world showed their significant commitment to the WRTC idea with a 

Tent Sponsorship donation. The list of proud WRTC 2014 Tent sponsors can be viewed here: 

http://www.wrtc2014.org/sponsors/tent-sponsors/. 

 

WiMo - New Gold Sponsor of WRTC 2018 
Published: 27 April 2016 

WRTC 2018 is pleased to announce that WiMo Antennen & Elektronik GmbH will support the World 

Radiosport Team Championship in Germany as a Gold Sponsor. 

Dipl.-Ing. Volkmar Junge, DF2SS, CEO of WiMo offered his support immediately after the decision 

became known that in 2018 the WRTC will be staged in Germany for the first time ever. As Volkmar 

Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΥ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǘŜŀƳ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²w¢/ нлму ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛƴ 

order to bring about an event in Germany which is likely to be remembered by the contesting 

community from all over the world. We have the resources to make it happen and we are delighted 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦέ 

WiMo, founded in 1982, is the leading supplier of ham radio equipment in Europe, offering the full 

range of ham radio gear as well as radio equipment for commercial use. WiMo will support the WRTC 

as a supplier for cables and low band antennas. 

Christian Janssen, DL1MGB, president of the WRTC-2018 organizing committee, emphasized the 

importance of teaming up with strong ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΥ ά²Ŝ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ²ƛaƻ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

the major players in the worldwide market for ham radio equipment. Without the support of 

ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ²ƛaƻ ƛǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ²w¢/ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ 

setting.έ 

WRTC 2018 e.V. organizes the World Radiosport Team Championship in Germany 2018. Up to now 

WRTC 2018 e.V. collected donations and sponsoring contributions mainly from Germany and USA, 

covering about 30 percent of the budget. 

 

VFDB-branch Bavaria and DARC-district Mecklenburg support WRTC 

2018 
Published: 02 May 2016  

During the last few days άWRTC2018 e.V.έ has received two further most welcome donations. When 

the Bavarian VFDB-group presented the WRTC a sum of EUR 1111 Chairman Ralph, DK5RSA, 

emphasized that the άField Day ideaέ of the WRTC eminently promotes the development of team 

spirit. On top of their donation in 2015 DARC-district Mecklenburg-Vorpommern contributed a 

further amount of EUR 500. In his accompanying letter, Franz, DL9GFB, the Chairman of the DARC-

http://www.wrtc2014.org/sponsors/tent-sponsors/


district, underlined the great share of the WRTC in international understanding that is fostered by 

fair radio sport. We are most grateful for this generous support. 

 

SKY SAT - 4O3A.com is New Bronze Sponsor 
Published: 02 May 2016 

WRTC 2018 is pleased to announce that SKY SAT - 4O3A.com has become a supporter of the world 

radiosport team championship in Germany as a "Bronze Sponsor". 

Ranko Boca, CEO of SKY SAT - 4O3A.com, supports the WRTC 2018 with special equipment to prepare 

the event and to test the setup during the test session in July 2016. As a well-known contester and 

former participant of WRTC Ranko is a prominent member of the WRTC community. During WRTC 

2006 Brazil Ranko introduced new approaches in station automation influencing not only WRTC but 

also contesting technology in general. 

Ranko said: "WRTC is an event that deserves all our attention. The Triplexer system was born in 

Brazil, and it has become a new standard, improving contesting techniques and opening new 

possibilities for contesting in general. I hope our German friends are ready to respect the fact that 

radio contesting is a technical sport and will open some room for technological progress in their 

rules." 

Chris, DL1MGB welcomes the support: "The WRTC 2018 Organizing Committee is very confident that, 

with the feedback of the contest community, they will create a set of rules reflecting new 

technologies of amateur radio." 

We would like to express our cordial thanks for this extraordinary support of amateur radiosport. 

 

WRTC 2018 Fundraising Hits Important Milestone 
Published: 05 May 2016 

JESSEN/WITTENBERG ς The WRTC 2018 organization, which will be hosting the eighth international 

World Radio Team Championship amateur radio operating competition in two years, has reached a 

new stage in its fundraising efforts with the successful launching of its tent sponsorship campaign.  

Announced in early March, the WRTC volunteers have successfully gathered support from the 

amateur radio community to support the naming of 20 percent of the 63 tents that will be used by 

competitors during the event. 

Groups or individuals who sponsor one of the 63 tents that house the competitor teams during 

WRTC 2018 are recognized before and during the event in print, web and all other communications.  

Support to date has included some of the most prominent clubs and organizations in contesting. 

These include: 

¶ Arizona Outlaws Contest Club 

¶ In Memoriam Carl D. Cook - AI6V 

¶ Bavarian Contest Club (2 tents) 

¶ Contest Club Finland & Finnish Amateur Radio League 

¶ Dave and Barb Leeson (W6NL/K6BL) 

¶ DARC Distrikt Berlin 

¶ In Memoriam Jörg Puchstein - DL8WPX 



¶ Frankford Radio Club 

¶ In Memoriam Rich Strand - KL7RA 

¶ Lagunaria DX Group 

¶ Northern California Contest Club 

¶ Pizza Lovers 259 (PL259) 

¶ Society of Midwest Contesters (2 Zelte) 

¶ Team K3LR 

The naming of WRTC tents as a tribute to well-known contesters who have passed away in recent 

years is a unique and powerful way of cherishing their memory as well as supporting competition in 

the sport they loved. 

Plenty of opportunities are still available for those who are interested in supporting WRTC 2018 in 

Germany to show their support in this unique and highly visible way.  Please contact Michael 

Hoeding at contact@wrtc2018.de or visit the web page at 

http://www.wrtc2018.de/index.php/en/sponsors/tentsponsoring-en for more information. 

 

Formation of the WRTC 2018 Ambassador Program 
Published: 09 May 2016 

The WRTC 2018 Organizing Committee announces the formation of the Ambassador Program which 

addresses the critical fundraising activity deemed necessary to successfully deliver a world class 

event.  The organizing committee has selected the following well known amateurs to support the 

WRTC 2018 on a regional basis. 

 Callsign Name Region Area 

OH2BH Martti   AS Corp. Relations FAR EAST 

9A6XX  Hrle EU Croatia 

DH1TW/ED1R Tobi EU Iberian Peninsula 

F6BEE Jacques EU France 

G4BUO Dave EU UK 

HB9DDO Stephan EU Switzerland 

OH1RX Jouko EU Finland 

OM3BH Rasto EU Slovakia and Czech Republic 

SP4Z Wes EU Poland  

K1RX Mark NA  Call area #1 

K3LR Tim NA Call area #3 N 

K3ZJ Dave NA Call area #3 S 

K1TO Dan NA Call area #4 

W1RH Bob NA Call area #6  

N9RV Pat NA Call area #7 

NV9L Valerie  NA Call area  #9 

K0MD Scott NA Call area #0 

N1TX Larry NA KL7, VE6/7, KH6, VY1 

PY8AZT  Luc SA  Brazil 

 



Their responsibilities include: 

¶ Public Relations 

o promoting the WRTC in the region and serving as a point of contact for contesters in the 

region 

o providing feedback to the WRTC 2018 organization in order to improve marketing 

o attending regional events and local club meetings to provide updates to the community 

at large 

¶ Fund Raising 

o Identifying potential sponsors 

o Making initial contact with supporters of WRTC 

o Assisting in negotiating sponsoring agreements 

The organizing committee encourages the contesting community to reach out to their Ambassador 

to further engage in the process and to coordinate donations. 

Rudy, DJ3WE, is in charge of coordinating the Ambassador Program. 

As Chris, president of the WRTC-2018 Organizing Committee, put it tƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΥ άwǳŘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

impressive lineup of supporters to the WRTC 2018 and we are excited to have their commitment to 

our overall success ς ƛǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ¢ŜŀƳ ŜŦŦƻǊǘέ 

WRTC 2018 e.V. has been founded in 2014 for the sole purpose of staging the World Radio Team 

Championship, which will be held in July of 2018 for the first time in Germany. Chris Janssen, 

DL1MGB, is the president of the Organizing Committee. Michael Hoeding, DL6MHW, is the VP of the 

OC and heads the Fund-Raising Team. Donations are tax deductible for Germans and ς if channeled 

through WWROF ς for US taxpayers. The cost estimate for the event amounts to US $ 450,000. 

 

SaxPrint receives sponsor plaque 
Published: 16 May 2016 

In recognition of supporting WRTC 2018 the WRTC-bronze-plaque for sponsoring was handed over to 

Frank, DO1CTL on May 25th, 2016. SaxPrint supports WRTC2018 by providing the QSL-cards for the 

special event stations DL0WRTC and DK0WRTC. 

 



 When handing over the plaque representing WARC 2018 e.V. René, DL2JRM, pointed out that the 

early and spontaneous support by SaxPrint was a great motivation for the team. René's words "These 

QSL-cards are most effective PR for the Olympic Games of Radiosport and have caused great 

attention world-wide" were replied by Frank saying, that the support of WRTC2018 in Germany was a 

matter of course for his company and that he was happy about such an important event in Germany. 

SaxPrint is one of the leading companies for QSL-cards with ready-printed QSO-data. This service is 

most handy and accompanied by personal support. Therefore, all contacts with DL0WRTC and 

DK0WRTC could be confirmed with a minimum of manual work. 

In recognition of this extraordinary support of radiosport WRTC2018 would like to express their 

gratitude. 

 

 

Sponsored Teams - Invitation for Applications 
Published: 18 May 2016 

The WRTC 2018 Organizing Committee is looking for applications for the first two sponsored teams 

beginning on June 1st, 2016. 

Sponsored teams are a long-standing tradition in WRTC and a substantial part for fundraising. It gives 

the chance to take part in the WRTC to dedicated contesters who cannot qualify because of serious 

commitments. As shown in WRTC 2014 sponsored teams do compete with qualified teams on the 

same level and have reached top placements. 

The selection criteria for WRTC 2018, defined in November 2015, list "up to 5 sponsored teams" in 

section 4. For the first two slots we welcome applications for sponsored teams according to the rules 

below: 

¶ a short informal description of the sponsored team, e.g. the objectives and the planned OPs, 

¶ an application sent to contact@wrtc2018.de after June 1st, 2016, 

¶ a contribution of at least EUR 15,000 as guarantee 

After an announcement we will close the application process if there are too many applications. 

Applications for the remaining three sponsored teams will be accepted after the regular qualification 

process in 2017. 

 



Messi & Paoloni to become GOLD Sponsor of the WRTC 2018 
Published: 20 May 2016 

WRTC 2018 is pleased to announce that Messi & Paoloni (M&P) of Italy has teamed up with WRTC 

2018 e.V. for the World Radio Team Championship in 2018 in Germany. M&P will donate altogether 

10 km of its coaxial cable of the type M&P-ULTRAFLEX 7.  

 

 

M&P is well known to the insiders as a top-quality manufacturer especially of 50 Ohm coaxial cables. 

Its factory produces in Ancona at the Adriatic Sea, about 300 km north east of Rome and 350 km 

south of Venice. The company celebrated its 70th anniversary in March of 2016.  

!ǎ {ǘŜŦŀƴƻ aŜǎǎƛΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ aϧt Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΥ άDŜǊƳŀƴȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ 

for us, because the Germans are well known for their quality mindedness, which just forms a perfect 

background for our products. We are proud having been chosen to supply the coaxial cables for this 

ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦέ 

Specialists of WRTC 2018 e.V. have extensively tested the cables well beyond the frequencies to be 

used for the competition. The RF-parameters were at least as good as those of the widely used RG-

213 variety, while the mechanical properties ς especially bending radius and weight ς by far 

outperformed the reference.  

When announcing the decision on the cable supplier, Chris Janssen, DL1MGB, president of WRTC 

2018 ŜΦ±ΦΣ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘΥ άL ŀƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ Dh[5 {ǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ 

outside of Germany. Messi & Paoloni offered us a cable which ideally matched our needs: Sturdy, 

light weight and good RF-ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦέ 



 

WRTC 2018 e.V. organizes the World Radiosport Team Championship in Germany 2018. Up to now 

WRTC 2018 e.V. collected donations and sponsoring contributions mainly from Germany and the 

USA, covering about 40 percent of the budget. 

 

WRTC 2018 stand on Ham Radio 2016 
Published: 18 June 2016 

WRTC 2018 will be present on the international "Ham Radio" Fair at Friedrichshafen with its own 

stand. 

Interested visitors and potential participants gather in hall A1, stand 170, just between the contest 

clubs BCC and RRDXA. Birds of a feather sessions and news about WRTC 2018 available. 

On Saturday June 25, at 12:35 pm, in the course of the Contest Forum, organized by Helmut Heinz, 

DK6WL, information will be presented on the current status of WRTC 2018 preparations. The location 

is hall A2, room 2. 

WRTC is also the main tpoic of the BCC's evening event, the BCC Dinner on Saturday, June 25th. For 

more information, please visit the Web Site of the BCC. 

 

Minister of the Interior and Sports of Sachsen-Anhalt Patron of WRTC 

2018 
Published: 20 June 2016 

(Magdeburg, 20 Juni 2016) Holger Stahlknecht, Minister of the Interior and Sports of the state of 

Saxony-Anhalt takes over patronage for the World Radio Team Championchip, which will be held in 



summer 2018 in the region of Wittenberg/Jessen. Stahlknecht has held this position since 2011 and is 

member of the CDU, one of the ruling parties of the State of Saxony-Anhalt. A special connection to 

radio exists as the Minister of Interior and Sports is also in charge of government communications. 

Holger Stahlknecht, Minister für Inneres und Sport in Sachsen-Anhalt, übernimmt die 

Schirmherrschaft für die World Radiosport Teamchampionship, die im Sommer 2018 in der Region 

Wittenberg/Jessen stattfindet. Stahlknecht ist seit 2011 im Amt und gehört der CDU an, die die 

Landeregierung führt. Eine besondere Beziehung zum Medium Funk ergibt sich daraus, dass der 

Innenminister auch für die Behördenkommunikation und den BOS-Funk zuständig ist. 

Welcoming Address of the Secretary 

 

Dear sportswomen and sportsmen! 

In my office as Minister of the Interior and Sports in Saxony-Anhalt I have the pleasure to welcome 

you to the World Radio Team Championship (WRTC) here in Saxony-Anhalt. I am particularly happy 

that this prominent event will celebrate its debut in our Elbe-Elster area, the triangle of the North. 

The wireless media are of great importance. On March 24th, 2004 the German Federal and State 

Governments have concluded an agreement to commonly coordinate the development and 

operation of a uniform digital communication system for all public authorities and organizations with 

security duty in the Federal Republic of Germany (BOS) triggering off the greatest technical 

modernization project in Germany. The introduction of a uniform nationwide and comprehensive 

wireless net for rescue and security services is fundamental for cross-border communication and 

more important than ever in the view of globalization. The Digital Radio BOS is characterized by a 

great number of key performance features. It provides communication across these authorities 

creating innovative forms of collaboration with respect to deployment organization and supports the 

emergency services tackling their tasks. At the moment radio coverage in the Federal Republic of 

Germany amounts to 99 per cent, more than 630 000 members are registered in the net. Such 

technical progress in the field of digital radio communication grants outstanding conditions to fulfil 

our police tasks. 

Dear sportswomen and sportsmen, our State offers you an ideal framework to achieve excellent 

results in this championship and, at the same time, a view of our unique landscape in the Elbe-Elster 

area. 



Top radio operators from all parts of the world will be our guests in Saxony-Anhalt, among them 

three teams from Germany. Of course, I wish them success in an exciting and fair competition. All the 

best to the organizing team for a smooth and successful performance. I am convinced that the WRTC 

will be a great contribution to spread our hospitality beyond all borders. 

Yours cordially, Holger Stahlknecht 

 

YAESU ς Prime Sponsor WRTC 2018 
Published: 25 June 2016 

(Friedrichshafen, 25th June 2016) The organizers of the WRTC 2018 have the pleasure to announce 

that YAESU Musen will support WRTC 2018 as Prime Sponsor. During the Ham Radio 2016 YAESU 

Director Masao Mori and WRTC 2018 President Christian Janssen, DL1MGB, ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ άaŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳ 

ƻŦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέΦ ¸!9{¦ aǳǎŜƴΣ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ 

equipment, is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year. The name YAESU stands for innovation and 

tradition. YAESU has been supporting a great variety of projects in the field of DXing and contesting 

for many decades. Already at the WRTC 2002 in Finland YAESU stood in the front row in developing 

the idea of the World Radio Team Championship. 

  

 YAESU has announced immediate financial support and to provide technical equipment. They will 

donate all rotators for the WRTC antennas. Their most reliable technical standard will guarantee 

fairness in this radiosport competition, the core idea of the WRTC for more than 25 years. 

aŀǎŀƻ aƻǊƛ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ά¸!9{¦ is happy to get into such close contact with the WRTC 2018 on the 

occasion of the 60th anniversary. We are looking forward to providing our long-standing experience 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻΦέ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ WŀƴǎǎŜƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ αL ŀƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ¸!9{¦ aǳǎŜƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 

manufacturers of communication equipment as Prime Sponsor. The support by YAESU means a great 

ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΦέ 

The agreement was also signed by Martti Laine (OH2BH) and Volkmar Junge (DF2SS). In his office as 

WRTC 2018 Ambassador, Martti Laine has established the link to YAESU and being one of the 

organizers of the WRTC 2002 in Finland he has contributed unpayable support in the negotiations. 



Volkmar Junge, President and CEO of the WiMo company, will assist in the execution of the 

agreement as the European partner. 

 

Furthermore, the signing was witnessed by Saya Nakamura, Liaison Officer of YAESU, as well as by 

Michael Hoeding (DL6MHW) and Rudolf Schwenger (DJ3WE) of the WRTC 2018 Fundraising 

Committee. 

The WRTC 2018 expresses its gratitude towards YAESU Musen for its most generous support as a 

token of worldwide cooperation in amateur radio and Martti and Volkmar for their consulting and 

support. 

 

WRTC Test Session 2016 
Published: 07 July 2016 

(Wittenberg, 7th July 2016) During the second weekend of July, exactly two years before the ham 

radio Olympics in Germany, the WRTC team meets for a first test session in the Jessen/Wittenberg 

area. We will set up the selected antennas at five sites and test this configuration in a real contest. 

The test session addresses several goals. The first is to evaluate the antenna system and the setup 

procedure with different teams to detect optimization potentials. Furthermore, planning and 

logistics will be evaluated. 

Additionally, we focus on public relations bringing the WRTC spirit to the residents of the region and 

to regional newspapers and TV stations. Moreover, we check the radio characteristics of the different 

sites using the world-wide CW skimmer network. Beside this, five teams will take part in the IARU HF 

Championship contest with the goal to find the best team in an internal competition. 



The planned callsigns for this radio activity are 

¶ for the contest: DD5M, DK2O, DR1X, DM5D and DR5L 

¶ for the CW skimmer test: DB2B, DK7C, DM3W, DP9A and DR3W 

The general goal of the test session is to learn and to detect chances for improvement in equipment 

and processes. 

More details: 

¶ Sites: The five sites represent the maximal extension of the planned WRTC 2018 area. Zossen 

is the most northern point whereas Elbe-Elster represents the most southern site. Thus, we 

can evaluate differences in radio characteristics. Moreover, we can spread out public relation 

activities to the local regions and communities. 

¶ Planning and Logistics: Despite the fact that only five sites will be occupied in 2016 the test 

session is a useful and challenging prototype event for the WRTC 2018. For example, one 

kilometer of coaxial cable exceeds by far the quantity used for a standard fieldday station. 

The test session brings together about forty volunteers from all over Germany, travelling 

hundreds of kilometers to make the test session a success. This shows the strength of the 

WRTC idea that has already become alive in the German ham community. 

¶ Public Relations: WRTC 2018 e. V. has invited journalists from local newspapers as well as 

from local TV stations to a press conference and a visit of a typical WRTC site. Moreover, the 

WRTC organizing committee has invited local politicians, landowners, farmers and residents 

to visit the sites and to learn how WRTC is working. 

¶ CW-Skimmer Test: Following the approach of WRTC 2014 about 10 CW skimmers in EU and 

DX will protocol the transmission of the test stations. To evaluate that we have developed a 

plan defining timeslots, bands and directions for our transmissions. 

¶ Contest: Two OP teams join the IARU contest in defined contest periods. Because Skimmer 

test and other activities are quite time consuming only limited time is available for the actual 

contest. Thus, an internal contest has been established to find the test session champion ς 

for our excellent participants this is a real challenge. 

¶ Team Building: Despite the fact that the volunteers only know each other from the bands 

and small projects the test session represents a new level in cooperative work. Moreover, 

many tasks are new, and several aspects bear the label άǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎέΦ Therefore, the 

social aspect of the test session should not be underestimated. 

The WRTC test session 2016 shows the spirit of cooperation and innovation. As a learning 

organization WRTC 2018 e. V. tries to make an important step towards evaluating the technology and 

proceedings for a successful German WRTC in 2018. 

 

ICOM is Platinum Sponsor of WRTC 2018 
Published: 20 July 2016 

The organizers of the WRTC 2018 are happy to announce that ICOM Inc. will support the WRTC 2018 

as Platinum Sponsor. This Japanese company has been leading in the development of novel 

techniques for short wave and VHF/UHF equipment for several decades. The ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΨǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ 

contesting can be seen in the initiative of the ICOM Contest Team and the support of the Contest 

University. As the main sponsor ICOM America had a great share in the success of the Olympic 

Games for radio amateurs in the WRTC 2014 in New England. 



Ray Novak, N9JA, Senior Sales Manager of ICOM America stated: "ICOM fully understands the 

importance of the World Radiosport Team Championship as a founding sponsor with the 1990 event 

in Seattle. We are proud to have been a Platinum Sponsor in the WRTC 2014 and now the WRTC 

2018 as this segment of the hobby is more of a lifestyle with incredible fellowship as well as fierce 

competitiveness." 

Michael Höding, DL6MHW, Vice President of the WRTC 2018 Organizing Committe underlined: άIt is a 

great pleasure for us that ICOM will become Platinum Sponsor for the WRTC 2018. Already at the 

WRTC 2014 we were overwhelmed by the easy-going positive readiness that was mirrored in our 

negotiations during the Hamvention 2015. The extraordinary commitment of ICOM means an 

enormous step forward towards the WRTC 2018.έ On top of the direct support of WRTC 2014 and 

WRTC 2018 ICOM will provide top teams with equipment. The winners of WRTC 2014, for example, 

used ICOM transceivers thus contributing to the further development of top technology. 

WRTC 2018 e.V. would like to express its gratefulness for this most generous support. 

 

Base mounted YAESU Rotator to control the WRTC Beam 
Published: 07 October 2016 

As successfully implemented by many DXpeditions the WRTC beam will be rotated by a rotator 

mounted at the base of the tower supporting the beam. This setup has been successfully tested in 

July 2016 at five different locations of the designated contest area near the city of Jessen, situated to 

the south west of Berlin, Germany. 

The rotator is mounted on a sturdy base plate. The telescoping tower is affixed to the top of the 

rotator by a set of clamps. The heavy-duty G-1000 DXC rotor will be exclusively used for the WRTC 

event. It has been donated by our Prime Sponsor YAESU. 

The big advantage of this mechanical arrangement is the fact that the heavy rotator does not need to 

be pushed up when manually telescoping the antenna tower. Furthermore, the center of gravity is 

considerably lowered which translates into additional stability of the entire arrangement. Last not 

least a reduction of the wind surface is achieved and wiring the rotor as well as the initial positioning 

of the antenna becomes more comfortable. 

The YAESU G-1000 DXC is sufficiently robust and features adequate torque to rotate the beam into 

any direction even in heavy winds and even without using proper thrust bearings. The telescoping 

aluminum mast - sponsored by Spiderbeam - ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛŘŜǊōŜŀƳ ŀǘ ŀ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ мрƳ όпрΩύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

is a reasonable height for a low angle take off of the antenna, which in turn should make the signals 

of the WRTC competitors sufficiently audible in the US and in Japan in spite of the fact that the 

competitors must not use more than 100 W of RF output power. 

The experience gained and the lessons learned during the July tests will contribute to iron out any 

possible wrinkles. 

 



 

 

WR1TC active in WAG Contest in HQ modus 
Published: 15 October 2016 

To support WRTC2018 in Germany a group of US-hams lead by N1RR have organized a multi-

operator activity to participate in the WAG this weekend. They will be on the air as WR1TC, the 

special call sign of the WRTC 2014 at Boston. 

Like in HQ-operations in the IARU-contest they will take part simultaneously in CW and SSB on all 

bands with 2 stations each on 80m to 20m. It will be up to condx if fast NA-pile-ups will be possible 

on 15 and 10m. 

Apart from points and multipliers WR1TC will count as a "joker" for the WWQR-award that can be 

applied for via DCL.  

For German hams the WAG is a rich source of points for various awards, e.g. the top grades of the 

WWQR can be reached in these 24 hours especially as the new special call sign DF0WRTC will be on 

the air as well. 

 

SSB-Electronic is Bronze Sponsor of WRTC 2018 
Published: 04 November 2016  

¢ƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ƻŦ ²w¢/ нлму ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά{{. 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎέ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 

ŀ ά.ǊƻƴȊŜ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊέ ƻŦ ²w¢/ нлмуΦ 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴƻǘǘƻ άtŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅέ ǘƘƛǎ DŜǊƳŀƴ High-Tech company has designed, 

produced and distributed components for radio amateurs and commercial customers for 30 years. 

They were among the first to recognize the iƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ά{ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 5ŜŦƛƴŜŘ 

wŀŘƛƻέΦ 


